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anesthesia for operations upon the upper half of the body .—Journal 
of ike American Medical Association, 1906, No. 9, p. G47. 

Stovaine.— Dr. H. Geraud summarizes the results of the observa¬ 
tion of a number of instances of spinal anesthesia with the conclusion 
that stovaine possesses certain undoubted advantages, such as rapiditv 
of action, general formlessness, absence of pulmonary complications, 
of prolonged vomiting, etc. Its disadvantages are fewer tnan those 
of chloroform. The only unpleasant effects observed by the author 
have been certain disturbances of the sphincters and irritation of the 
medulla evidenced by muscular contractions. The instances of fatality 
reported have, however, influenced the view point and have rendered 
it impossible to consider spinal stovainization with a perfectly tranquil 
mind. It is however preferable to chloroform under certain conditions 
and while not perfect in every regard, offers certain advantages. The 
ideal method of anesthesia is still undiscovered .—Journal de Medicine 
de Paris , 1906, No. 3, p. 32. 

Dr. L. Kugel reports several operations for warts, phimosis, etc., 
performed under stovaine, from which he concludes that in this sub¬ 
stance we have a local anesthetic which is fully the equal of cocaine. 
In no instance were unpleasant after-effects noticeable, and in the 
patient upon whom the phimosis operation was done the anesthesia 
lasted twelve minutes. In each operation a 1 per cent, solution was 
used. Stovaine is a glistening crystalline powder, easilv soluble in 
water,and its solution maybe readily sterilized by boiling. In 10 per 
cent, strength it may be employed as an anesthetic in tootn extractions, 
here being injected into the gums. The drug has the advantages of 
cheapness, only slight poisonous effect and stability .—Wiener klin- 
isch-thcrapeutischc I Vochenschrift, 1906, No. 7, p. 161. 


Alcohol in Acute Illness.— Dr. G. Newton Pitt considers that 
alcohol should be administered in acute disease under the following 
conditions: (1) Failing circulation, indicated by rapid, feeble, dicrotic, 
or irregular pulse, and a feeble first sound to the heart whether 
appearing suddenly or gradually. (2) In feeble, exhausted, especially 
alcoholic subjects, also in the aged or veiy young. (3) Inability to 
take food, from failure of digestion, with a dry’ tongue, especially if 
persistent. (4) Persistent pyemic conditions with high temperature. 
(5) A condition of low muttering delirium with profound exhaustion 
and insomnia. (6) During convalescence from acute illness while 
the appetite is still capricious. As a stimulant the alcohol should not 
be diluted too much, but is best riven in a little water or food. For 
hospital patients, simple alcohol diluted is superior to inferior spirits 
or wine. When old, well-matured spirits or wines rich in ethers can 
be obtained these are undoubtedly preferable. Champagne is often 
valuable when the appetite has failed during long illness or in con¬ 
valescence from protracted illness, and especially in children nothing 
is equal to a fine old sherry’. The amount of alcohol riven during 
twenty-four hours may be from 2 to (rarely) 6 ounces in divided doses. 
This quantity may be exceeded in combined pericarditis, endocarditis, 
pleurisy, and pneumonia due to rheumatism, and in a few instances 
of veiy severe pyemia. The proper action of the drug is evidenced 
by an amelioration of all the symptoms. When too much is given, the 
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tongue becomes dry, the condition more lethargic and the odor of 
alcohol may be detected upon the breath .—The Practitioner, 1906, 
No. 4, p. 476. 


Adrenalin in Therapeutics.— Dr. O. Josue concludes a paper upon 
this subject as follows: Adrenalin is contraindicated in conditions of 
high arterial tension, when the cerebral arteries have undergone sclerotic 
changes, and in the presence of aneurysm. It should not be injected 
into the vens, into tne pulmonary parenchyma, or into the trachea. 
Hypodermic injections up to yrta to of a grain may be given in 
twenty-four hours, but if this dosage is exceeded there is danger of 
producing toxic effects. Doses of of a grain daily may also be given 
by mouth. Here the danger of poisoning is less. Applications to the 
unbroken nasal mucous membranes may be made witnout anticipation 
of untoward action. In whatever manner the drug is administered it 
is unwise to continue its use for more than six days at a time for fear 
of causing cardiac or arterial complications .—La Quinzainc Thera- 
peutique, 1900, No. 24, p. 502. 


Radiotherapy in Pruritus.— Du. Dupeyrac considers that the Rontgen 
rays have a decided antipruritic action. In conditions in which the itch¬ 
ing is due to the presence of parasites the first indication, of course, is 
to destroy these; but in other affections in which pruritus is the chief 
symptom, such as lichen, neurodermatitis, etc., tne author considers 
that radiotherapy is indicated and reports instances of cure and im¬ 
provement; three patients affected with anal pruritus were also com¬ 
pletely cured in five or six treatments. Vulvar pruritus also responds 
well in some cases and the itching of eczema, psoriasis, and the sebor- 
rheeides may also be ameliorated. The author believes that the rays 
possess a selective action upon the sensory nerve endings in the skin.— 
Marseille mddical, 1906, No. 6, p. 165. 


The Treatment of Pernicious Vomiting of Pregnancy.—D r. J. W. 
Williams considers that the treatment of this condition should vary 
with type of the disorder. Assuming that medicinal treatment has 
been tned and_ exhausted and that tne patient is .in a serious state 
the first indication is to remedy any abnormality of the genital tract oi 
ovum; retrodisplacements should be replaced and retained by a pessary, 
ovarian tumors removed, and inflammation treated by antiphlogistic 
measures. In the presence of hydramnios or vesicular mole trie uterus 
.should be emptied. In the toxemic type of vomiting abortion seems to 
be the only chance of saving the patient, there being no reason to trust 
in medicinal or dietetic treatment. After the operation abundant 
saline injections should be given by rectum or under the skin, and gastric 
lavage with weak sodium Dicarbonate solution should be employed if 
the vomiting persists. Food and even ice should not be given by the 
mouth, dependence being placed upon the saline injections and rectal 
feeding. In the neurotic type of vomiting the treatment depends upon 
the impressionability of the patient. A vigorous moral lecture may 
suffice in some; in others, the patient should be assured that no fatal 
termination is to be expected nor will abortion be necessary, but the com¬ 
plaint will probably yield to treatment; most minute directions should 
be then given as to diet and a placebo should be prescribed. If this 



